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Corn is going in the ground at the slowest pace since 1995 and nowthizdlan the recent history
slow-planting list. At 27% planted as of May 4, only 1993 (at 11% ethby that date) and 1995
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A larger and larger percentage of consumer income is going towards necessities, not luxuries. The following chart shows
the year-to-year change for various sectors according to the U.S. Census Bureau.

nal Retail Sales (year to year % chg)
March 2008
Retail & Food Serv 2
Ex Autos 3.3
Ex Auto Ex Gas 1.3
Motor Vehicle & Parts Dealers -3.2
Furniture & Home Furnishing Stores -7.1
Electronic & Appliance Stores 1.2
Building Material Dealers -6.9
Food & Beverage Stores 43
Clothing & Accessories Stores -1.6

General Merchandise Stores 0

Food Services & Drinking Places 3.9
Gasoline Stations 18.9
Nonstore Retailers* 8.7

*Nonstore retailers are sporting goods and hobby supply stores.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau
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